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This liaison is written for the attention of the IEEE Resilient Packet Ring Working Group on the subject of ongoing work on DTM standards that are seen as one possible solution to the RPR requirements.

ETSI has been working on the standardisation of DTM and has already produced a standard on the DTM system description (see http://www.etsi.org/technicalactiv/dtm/dtm.htm). Work is proceeding on more detailed aspects.

All material proposed as standards within ETSI is provided by contributors according to the IPR rules of ETSI, which are similar to those in IEEE. In this case, this means that Net Insight has agreed to make any relevant information that is covered by their patents, available on a fair and non-discriminatory basis for use by all those wishing to implement ETSI standards.

Regarding the RPR WG activities, ETSI would welcome comments and contributions from RPR members and would have no objection to the standard produced by ETSI also being used as an IEEE standard. This would seem a far better outcome than any overlapping activities resulting in potentially conflicting standards.  

We see the potential areas of overlap as follows:

· Support for topologies providing resilience

· Support for ring topologies

· Support for packet transport

· Inherent spatial reuse

· Dynamic capacity handling

· Congestion control

· Dynamic topology discovery

It would also be possible to use DTM for:

· Multiple datalink setup capability

· Support for isochronous service, such as Video

We would like to learn your views on this overlap, and if you agree that the overlap statement is correct. We have further information, which is currently in draft form, which we could present to you.

Your participation in this work or general comments would naturally be most welcome.
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