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1. Call to Order 
a. Chair’s comments 
b. Introductions 
c. IPR Disclosures 

 
2. New Contributions 

 
3. Working Document 

a. Discussion & Editing 
b. Prepare final actions needed for Industry Ballot document 

 
4. Review Action Items 

 
5. Ajourn 
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Intellectual Property Statement 
The Standards developing and approval process is made more efficient if the existence of 
Essential Patents is made known as early as possible in the development work.  Early 
disclosure affords formulating body participants the greatest opportunity to evaluate the 
propriety and desirability of Standardizing the patented technology, and allows patent holders 
and prospective licensees ample time to negotiate the terms and conditions of licenses outside 
the Standards development process itself.  Conversely, the discovery at the final stages of 
Standards development of an Essential Patent which is not available for licensing under 
reasonable terms may result in the loss of years of Committee effort. 
A two-part approach will be used by TIA to encourage early disclosure of Essential Patents:  

Formulating Group (and Working Group) Chairs will state at the beginning of each 
meeting the following: 
TIA's patent policy can be found in Section 6.5 of the Engineering Manual.  Participants 
in the work of the TIA Formulating Group are urged to review this Section.  Participants 
are encouraged to notify TIA of any patents of which they are aware that are related to 
the practice of a TIA publication early on in the development of the TIA publication to 
reduce the possibility for delays in the development process and increase the likelihood 
that the draft TIA document will be approved for publication.  Patent searches are not 
required to comply with the TIA IPR policy. Moreover, the Engineering Manual 
describes the need for members' disclosure of patents that are essential to practice TIA 
publications and for members to provide an indication of their willingness to license any 
known patents. 

The second part of the approach would be the use of an optional, voluntary statement on 
contributions to Formulating Groups.  Such a statement might take the form:  

"The individual preparing this contribution (knows) (does not know) of patents, the use 
of which may be essential to the practice of a Standard, Interim Standard or TSB 
resulting in whole or in part from this contribution."  

No Formulating Group may establish rules which would have the effect of excluding 
contributions based on a patent policy which is more restrictive than that stated above. 
In addition, TIA would make a mailing on an annual or semi-annual basis to every committee 
participant on its mailing lists, reminding them of the ANSI and TIA policy and the need for 
early disclosure.  

  


