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3.1.1  MBWA System Reference Architecture

To facilitate a layered approach, the 802.20 specification shall incorporate a reference partitioning model consisting of the MAC and PHY. This layered approach shall be generally consistent with other IEEE 802 standards and shall remain generally within the scope of other IEEE 802 standards as shown in figures 1 & 2.   The standard includes PHY and MAC layer specifications with a well-defined service interface between the PHY and MAC layer.  To provide the best possible performance, the MAC layer design is optimized for the specific characteristics of the air interface PHY.
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Figure 1—IEEE 802 RM for end stations (LANSMAN/RM)
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